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Widening Participation Strategy

Everyone deserves an equal opportunity to study at Edinburgh.
Higher education, and a student experience at Edinburgh, has
the power to transform lives, not just of those who come to study
with us, but their families and communities.

Building on our values, and our commitment to having a positive impact on
our local and global community, we are working to ensure that students from
a wide range of diverse backgrounds thrive and feel a sense of belonging.
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Examples of new and exciting programmes of work
across the student lifecycle strands of the strategy:
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We are developing a new schools partnership programme
(YourEd), which will see us working with an identified number of
secondary (and primary) schools across Scotland to deliver long
term, impactful outreach and curriculum enrichment programmes to
targeted groups of students.

We have established a new part-time Access route into the
University of Edinburgh (to humanities and social sciences degrees)
and over the next few years we will be developing foundation and
access routes into the University for further academic disciplines.

We will be working with the college sector locally and further afield
to establish routes into the University of Edinburgh for more college
students.

To enhance the student experience for our current students from
widening participation backgrounds we will provide additional funds
to support commuter student travel and participation in sports and
student societies.

To enhance the work experience opportunities for students
from disadvantaged backgrounds we have developed an ambitious
and long term initiative: Global/Local Insights where students are
connected with University alumni all over the world and provided
with full funding and support to undertake work experience.

“It painted a new
picture of university,
not as a scary,
intimidating place.

I now see the
University of Edinburgh
as a welcoming and
evolutionary place.”

(Residential summer
school attendee)






