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Background- research context

ÅOut-of-School-Time context

ÅCivic education (citizenship) context

ÅYouth activism context

ÅPolitical context
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Research Questions

1. How do youth activists construct 
ΨŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ 
group?

2. How does a dominant policy discourse 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ΨŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎȅΩ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ 
reflect youth constructions of activist 
competency?



Case study site
ÅMission-άŀ ƴƻƴǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ collaborationof youth, educators, and organizations working to elevate youth 

voices, improve public school civics education, and empower youth as civic actors.Together, we are 
building youth political powerŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜΦέ

ÅValues (among others)- άStudents-first: Encouraging our students to lead the direction and shape of our 
work. Community-based:Centering the perspectives of youth in oppressed communities of color as well as 
immigrant, gender nonconforming, and low-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέ

ÅCǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨȅƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ ƎǊƻǳǇΩ



Youth Activism Groups 
ÅSometimes referred to as community-based youth groups/organisations(e.g., 

Ginwrightand Cammarota, 2007), activist organisations(e.g., Flanagan, Syvertsen
and Wray-Lake, 2007), youth organisinggroups (Kwon, 2013) or civic engagement 
organizations (e.g., case study)

ÅOut-of-school spaces duallydesigned for young people to create 
social/politicalŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ΨǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΩ όōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
Development tenets in the US) 

ÅInformal learning spaces

Å/ŀƴ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨȅƻǳǘƘπŘǊƛǾŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŀŘǳƭǘπŘǊƛǾŜƴΩ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ όLarson, R., 
Walker, K., Pearce, N., 2005)

έ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
skills to a collective cause that goes beyond their narrow interests, enabling them to accomplish goals that might be 
unreachable on their own. By interacting with young adults during these campaigns, youth gain opportunities to learn from 
the strategies, perspectives, and mentoring of caring adults. The public nature of campaigns provides alternative frames for 
adolescent identity development, especially for youth of color who cope with negative stereotypes. Finally, social action 
projects connect youth to civic institutions and engage them in authentic learning experiences that demonstrate the relevance
ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ (Kirshner, 2007, p. 373)



ÅάƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ Ŏŀƴ 
potentially be applied toward an 
analysis of social problems and 
community activism to offer double 
benefits ςboth to the individual and to 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέόYǿƻƴΣ нлмоΤ ǇΦ ррύ

ÅΨȅƻǳǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘκƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ 
ŘƛǾƛŘŜΩ(Kwon, 2013)

Å/ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ YƛǊǎƘƴŜǊΩǎ όнлммύ 
Integrative Framework of Youth 
Organizing Processes and Outcomes

Cycle of organizing
Organizing issues 

successes

Community 
and 

organizational 
development 

level

Youth 
development 

level

Leadership 
development

Developmental 
outcome

Social process Setting outcomes

Adapted from Christens and Kirshner (2011)

Relationship Between Dual Outcomes:



Possible Tensions Between Youth 
Development and Youth Activism

1. Over priortisationof youth 
development

2. Shifting of purpose based on 
policy and funding requirements

3. Existing studies tend to discuss 
dual outcomes as related but do 
not conceptualisethis relationship



Activist 
Competency
Framework

Activist values: the moral or 
character values (i.e., 

virtues, attitudes) that are 
deemed essential to 

becoming/being activists.

Activist knowledge: 
the learned 

information or 
awareness that is 

deemed essential to 
becoming/being 

activists.

Activist skills: the 
internal and external 
capabilities that are 
deemed essential to 

becoming/being 
activists.

Activist competency: 
the acquisition of 

knowledge, skills, and 
values associated with 

becoming/being an 
activist and to gain 

developmental 
benefits 



Activist 
Competency and 
American Youth 
Development 
Frameworks



Activist Competency 
& Activism, Civic 
Education, and 
Political Socialisation
Frameworks

ÅPolitical Literacy 
(Crick, 2002; Fyfe, 
2007)
ÅCivic and Citizenship 

Competence (Youniss, 
et al., 2002; ten Dam 
et al., 2011)
ÅCritical Consciousness 

(Freire, 1970; Watts 
et al., 2011)



Conceptual Framework Considerations

ωTies to developmentalism; replication of deficit rhetoric

ωLimitations on or influencing means of participation (Moran-Ellis and Tisdall, 2019; 
Westheimer and Kahne, 2004).

'CompetencyΩ

ωtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ΨǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜƴǘǎΣΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊκȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ

Role of Individuals

ω/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΥ άǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ςthe 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ƻŦ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΣ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŦƻǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ όǇΦ мнпΣ CŀƛǊŎƭƻǳƎƘΣ 
2003).

Discourse



Methods

1. 
Ethnographic 
Methods

Participant observations

Interviews with key youth workers/organisers

Interviews with youth participants

2. 
Participatory 
Methods

Participatory workshops

Youth advisory council

3. 
Documentary 
Analysis

Organisation-related texts

Policy-related texts

Organisationsocial media and public outputs



Participatory 
workshops
ÅValues

ÅSkills

ÅKnowledge

Participant 
observations
ÅSummer programme

ÅWeekly meetings



ΨaŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜΩ 
Workshop: 
Exploration of civic 
and activist values

ÅΨWho is your activist/civic role model, and what 
do you admire about them?'
Å5ƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ΨǾŀƭǳŜǎΩ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ
ÅMakerspace of a key value(s) for activism-
ÅάaŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ 

work together to create and co-create knowledge and 
ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΧΦ ŀ ƳŀƪŜǊǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
broadly defined as an area that provides materials 
and tools to encourage individuals or groups to make 
things, to create new knowledge, or to solve 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎέ όǇΦмтрΣ Mersand, 2021)



Word Cloud 
Workshop: Civic 
and activist skills in 
context

ÅDiscussed personal skills (individual level) and 
collective skills (community and organizational 
development level)

ÅUsed Mentimeter to create live word clouds 
around skills.
ÅGenerate data that prioritisesǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
ŀƴŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΣ άǎƘƛŦǘώǎϐ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
giving children greater control over their involvement 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ όDǊŀƴǘΣ нлмтΣ ǇΦ мссύ

ÅOpportunity for reciprocity (and reflection) at site



Ψ9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƭ-
ƳŀƪƛƴƎΩ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΥ 
Civic knowledge in 
action through 
Ψǘƻƻƭ-ƳŀƪƛƴƎΩ 
process

ÅΨ/ƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ƳŜƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǎǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩ

ÅDiscussion around engagement tools

ÅTool-making process
ÅAs part of Forum Theater piece and future activism



Participant observations (summer programme)

1. Civic education 2. Artistic activism 

ÅAs a participant observer, or someone who actively participates at a site while observing 
όhΩwŜƛƭƭȅΣ нлмнύ

ÅLearn more about the youth activist group for focusing future data collection, building 
rapport, garnering trust from the participants, and framing the research through the 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ όŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅύ ό{ƘŀƘΣ нлмтύ



Emergent Finding 1- Young 
people see the skills, 
knowledge, and values 
they need to be/become 
activists as all interrelated. 









Emergent Finding 2- Young 
people articulated the 
relationship between 

'voter activism' (seen more 
as civic and political 

participation) and 'issue-
based activism'.






