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Research Questions

1. How do youth activists construct
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group?

2. How does a dominant policy discourse
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reflect youth constructions of activist
competency?



Case study site

A Missiond |y 2 Y lcBllawdratién bf youth, educators, and organizations working to elevate youth
voices,improve public school civics education, and empower youth as civic acfﬁlrgether we are
building youth political powerr Y R OKIl y3Ay 3 GKS L2t AO0e& | yR Odz (dzNB

A Values (among others§Studentsfirst: Encouraging our students to lead the direction and shape of our
work. Communitybased:Centering the perspectives of youth in oppressed communities of color as well as
immigrant, gender nonconforming, and lewwy O2 YS O2YYdzy A 1A S&¢

ACdzy OUA2ya a | wez2dziK I-Ou)\@)\ Y 3 NR dzLJQ

o s e < Joagis | =] ‘

e "\' ¥

AR et o - RERTPEY - Black Lives Matter in

\i* REGISTRESE PARA ¢,

Schools Voter Toolkit

This toolkit has many useful tools and lesson

plans to engage your students as citizens and
encourage them to think critically about the
racialized history of voting in the United States.

1. Register to
Vote

+ Register to vote:

payouth.vote/register

* Not sure what party to choose, if
any? Take the ISideWith.Com quiz.

- Check your voter registration
status




Youth Activism Groups

A Sometimes referred to as communibased youth groupgrganisationge.g.,
Ginwrightand Cammarota 2007), acﬂwsbrgam|sat|ons(2 " Flanagargyvertsen
and Wra¥Lake 2007), youth C?anlsmg]roups (Kwon, 2013) or civic engagement
organizations (e.g., case stu
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skills to a collective cause that goes beyond their narrow interests, enabling them to accomplish goals that might be
unreachable on their own. By interacting with young adults during these campaigns, youth gain opportunities to learn f
the strategies, perspectives, and mentoring of caring adults. The public nature of campaigns provides alternative frame
adolescent identity development, especially for youth of color who cope with negative stereotypes. Finally, social actiot

projects connect youth to civic institutions and engage them in authentic learning experiences that demonstrate the rel
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Relationship Between Dual Outcomes:
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1. Overmpriortisationof youth
development

2. Shifting of purpose based on
policy and funding requirements

3. Existing studies tend to discuss
dual outcomes as related but do
not conceptualisehis relationship




Activist
Competency
Framework

Activist competency
the acquisition of
knowledge, skills, and
values associated with
becoming/being an
activist ando gain
developmental
benefits

Activist valuesthe moral or
character values (i.e.,

virtues, attitudes) that are
deemed essential to

becoming/being activists.

Activist knowledge
the learned
information or
awareness that is
deemed essential to
becoming/being
activists.

Activist skills the
internal and external
capabilities that are
deemed essential to

becoming/being
activists.
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Activist Competency

.. - A Political Literacy
& ACth_lSm’ CIVIC (Crick, 2002; Fyfe,
Education, and 2007)

PoliticalSocialisation’ ¢vic and Citizenship
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et al., 2011)
A Critical Consciousness
(Freire, 1970; Watts
et al., 2011)




Conceptual Framework Considerations

Competenc

wTies to developmentalism; replication of deficit rhetoric

wLimitations on or influencing means of participation (Megdrs and Tisdall, 2019;
Westheimer and Kahne, 2004).

Role of Individuals

( .
(
)
\
>
\

wt F NOAOALI GA2Y ST WAa2OAlLfATFOAZ2Y FF3ASyGaxz

Discourse

w 2YaARSNAY3I NRtS 2F RA&AO02dzNESYcthe sl € &
LINPOSaasSas NbBfluAzya YR &a0NHzOUdzNB&a 2
GK2dzaKuasz FSStay3dasz o6StAsSTa |yR az ¥2

2003).




Methods

1. Participant observations
EthnographiC |terviews with key youth workemanisers
Methods | _ -
Interviews with youth participants
2. Participatory workshops
Participatory  vouth advisory council
Methods
3. Organisatiorrelated texts
Documentary pgjicyrelated texts
Analysis

Organisatiorsocial media and public outputs



Participatory
workshops
AValues
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Participant
observations

ASummerprogramme
AWeekly meetings
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Workshop:
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AMakerspace of a key value(s) for activism
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Word Cloud
Workshop: Civic
and activist skills In
context

ADiscussed personal skills (individual level) anc
collective skillsgfommunity and organizational
development level)

AUsedMentimeterto create live word clouds

around skills.
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giving children greater control over their involvemen
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A Opportunity for reciprocity (and reflection) at si

What skills have you learned in
PA Youth VVote so far?

learning from mistakes
patience :
compassion

COhfIdence public speaking
communication

social skills

connecting

being vocal
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focus

better people skills
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Participant observations (summaogramme

AAs a gg)artipipant observer, or someone who actively participates at a site while observing
OhQwSAtteX HAMHU

A Learn more about the youth activist group for focusing future data collection, building
rav_,oport,_ arpering trust from the participantsg, and framipg the research thyough the
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Emergent Finding-IYoung
people see the skills,
knowledge, and values
they need to be/become
activists as all interrelated.



EVCV\ d“""’j'¥

Mj Jou(n(:)

. )
Potis vever Cross) )

4 ; v\l
7 r\\ ’&V“?D AR oMy ol

Thrge o s T foow B go .'Wh.a’F Skl|!$ .do you r?eed as a young
activist/civic organizer?

16 So diffecent fomn Yo (s

J

-\‘.\JJ[&. \’\0("‘/3

"'""ﬁ *\oé\rs *:o VWt e b T Pt

o PMa, T00
Nou can teack ™t Yof £ understanding

communication

g

ambition

Ion

respect

coordinaton
ourage

reserve

selflessness N
patience

cooperation

=)
Q
[0)
o]
o)
=)
Q
[5)
=
(@]
o
p

creativity commitment

adaptblifty good at public speaking

intelligence  friendly attitude



What skills do you need as a young
activist/civic organizer?

ommunication

understanding £ entertaining
S £ Fknowledgeable
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What skills do you need as a young
.\ R il S d gt activist/civic organizer?
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Emergent Finding-Xoung
people articulated the
relationship between

'voter activism' (seen more

as civic and political
participation) and ‘issue
based activism'.
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