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Executive Summary  

1.  A historic environment assessment was required by the University of Edinburgh  to inform 

a proposed woodland planting scheme at Barvick Burn, Perth and Kinross.  

2.  The project comprised desk -based assessment (inc LiDAR data where available), walkover 

survey (inc. standardised recording of archaeological sites and defining outer boundaries 

with GPS) and technical reporting (inc. provision of management guidance compla int with 

UKFS HE, SF Archaeological Survey Guidelines and provision GIS files of site boundaries) 

to deliver an archaeological survey in advance of forestry.  

3.  Eighteen  historic environment sites were identified within the assessment area and are 

considered within this report (Table 1). These consisted in part or whole of: a medieval 

ceramic findspot S1 , three farmsteads  (S2 .1 ,  S2.2  and S5 ) ,  a structure S3 , sheepfold S4 , 

two gravel pits ( S6 and S7 ) , a field system S8 , two cairns ( S9  and S10 ) , and eight clusters 

of sheiling huts ( S11 to  S18 ) . Six  rig blocks were also identified ( A  to F).   

4.  Of these sites , sixteen sites  had not previously been identified in the archaeological record 

( i.e.  within Canmore or the Perth and Kinross HER). These sites are S3 to  S1 8 .   

5.  None of the sites are protected by designation as Scheduled Monument s, under the terms 

of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 . No other heritage 

designation was present within the study area.  

6.  Based on the evidence gathered for this assessment, positive management has been 

recommended to safeguard twelve  sites  (S2  to  S5  and S11  to  S18 ) . Seven  larger clearings 

( i  to vii ) have been recommended to ensure the integrity of multiple sites throughout the 

study  area.  These larger clearings will retain in whole one rig block and elements of the 

field systems S8 .  

Introduction  

7.  A historic environment assessment and survey was required by the University of Edinburgh  

to inform a programme of tree planting at Barvick Burn, Perth and Kinross  (centred on  NN 

83587 25396 ). These works were designed to inform on the nature, form and extent of 

any historic environment assets present within the defined additional areas, based on 

archival sources and site inspection undertaken through the walkover survey. From this 

baseline, management guidelines are presented that seek to protect significan t sites in an 

appropriate setting.  

8.  This report has been prepared to support the University of Edinburgh in addressing  UKFS 

Historic Environment Guidelines (2011), specifically , Good Forestry Practice Requirements 

1 to 4.  

Topographic and Geological Background  

9.  The assessment area is located  2.5km to the northwest of Cr ieff.  It comprises one  

irregularly shaped compartment of land w hich measure s approximately 449ha  in extent . 

The Loch Turret  Reservoir lies to the immediate northwest  of the assessment area . A road 

runs northwest -southeast towards Loch Turret at the southwestern side of the assessment  

area. A sub - triangular - shaped block at the southern side of the assessment area is 

excluded. This  block is land belonging to Scottish Water and measures 14ha . 

10.  The assessment area lies to the northeast of the Turret Burn and comprises the 

northeastern  side of Glen Turret. It is bounded by Barvick Burn to the eastern side. A ridge 

runs northwest -southeast through the assessment area on  the eastern side. The 

assessment  area slopes uphill to the northwest away from the burn and ranges in height 

from 180m OD on  the southeast side of the assessment area adjacent to the burn, to 530m 

OD on  the northwest side. It comprises the entirety of Easter Knockbrae (362m OD).  

11.  A series of unmade small tributaries run northwest -southeast into the Barvick Burn to the 

east as well as  northeast -southwest in to  the  Turret Burn to the west. At the northwest 

edge of  the assessment area , an unnamed drain runs into Loch Turret Reservoir.  

12.  The lower slopes at the southern end of the assessment area are enclosed fields of 
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improved pasture, transitioning to larger unimproved fields at 270m OD. This in turn 

changes to open moorland at 360m OD, which extends across the rest of the assessment 

area.  

13.  The bedrock geology is Ben Ledi Grit Formation Metasandstone , with areas of Ben Ledi Grit 

Formation ï Pelite and Arurthnott ï garvock group Conglomerate. The superficial geology 

comprised Devensian Till ï Diamicton and was only present on the lower slopes along 

Turret  Burn  to the southwestern side of the asse ssment area.  

Approach to Assessment  

14.  The works comprised a desk -based assessment supported by a walkover survey.  

15.  All works were conducted in keeping with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologistsô 

Standards and Policy Statements and Code of Conduct and Historic Environment Scotland 

Policy Statements.  

Objectives of the Assessment  

16.  The objective of the assessment was to assess the known archaeological sites and the 

potential for currently unlocated sites within the  additional  planting area. The assessment 

was then to determine the potential impact of the development on the archaeological 

aspects of the resource and hence recommend a design and planting approaches to reduce 

any adverse impacts.  

Scope of work  

17.  The assessment was undertaken using available resources to:  

× identify the known archaeological sites on, or immediately adjacent to, the 

proposed  additional  planting area;  

× identify significant demolished structures (architectural, social,  and historical); and  

× identify areas with credible potential for the survival of archaeological strata.  

18.  For all identified sites, the characterisation process was to establish the nature, form and 

extent of the site incorporating an assessment of its date, integrity, level of preservation 

and importance.  

19.  Archival sources consulted during this assessment included:  

× the National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE) (known archaeological 

sites; aerial photography; Scheduled Monuments and other designations );  

× the Perth and Kinross  Council  Historic Environment Record maintained by PKHT 

(known archaeological sites; and archived commercial reports);  

× National Library of Scotland (bibliographic records, historic Ordnance Survey,  and 

pre -Ordnance Survey mapping);  

× British Library (historic newspapers); and  

× local museums, libraries,  and other archives (Old & New Statistical Accounts, local 

history books).  

20.  Information contained within available published and web -based sources was also 

consulted.  

21.  A walkover survey of the proposed planting area was undertaken on the 7 th , 8 th  and 13 th  

February 2024  to assist in the characterisation of surviving upstanding archaeological or 

historic remains and define their key characteristics (including significance). Also, the 

walkover survey sought to identify new, previously unrecognised archaeological sites.   

22.  The walkover survey comprised:  

× classification of the archaeological sites and monuments;  

× compilation of a written site description (objective measured description; 

subjective site interpretation; site condition; site evaluation [using FES 
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categorisation  guidelines]; and management recommendations if appropriate);  

× production of a photographic record (digital) of all sites; and  

× location of all archaeological site limits and elements by DGPS equipment allowing  

real - time correction to Ordnance Survey National Grid and Datum.  

23.  All works complied with the UKFS Historic Environment Guidelines , the Chartered  Institute 

for Archaeologistsô Standards and Policy Statements and Code of Conduct and Historic 

Environment Scotland Policy Statements.  

Historic Environment Baseline  

24.  The desk -based  assessment  initially  identified nine  sites  within the  assessment area.  There 

are no  sites  within the assessment area that are protected by designati on as Scheduled 

Monument s, under the terms of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 .  

Previous Archaeological Works  

25.  An undated scale d plan of the Turret Burn farmstead (S2.1 to  S2. 3 ) , named óKiplonie 

Bridgeô from the papers of Dr Horace Fairhurst is held by HES. In addition, the site was 

inspected by the Ordnance Survey in 1968.  Both events may be linked to and/or prompted 

by the 1967 discovery of a medieval pottery vessel S1  during drain construction at this 

locale. No other  previous archaeological works  have been carried out within the assessment 

area.  

26.  A Historic Environment Assessment was carried out at Beinn Liath to the immediate 

southwest of Loch Turret Reservoir , some 300m west of the assessment area (Cathcart 

and Parker -Banks 2023).  

Prehistoric to Roman  Land use  

27.  While no prehistoric sites have been identified within the assessment area, there  is a 

distinct prehistoric presence within  the adjacent landscape.  The majority of sites are 

located in the lowland areas to the south and east of the assessment  area.  

28.  A prehistoric stone circle is located to the east of the assessment area at Stoneyfield  

(SM1585 , Canmore 25405 , HER MPK5280) some 630m to the east of the assessment  area. 

The site currently consists of a single stone 2.5m high and approximately 5m around its 

base. It is described in the Ordnance Survey Name Book  and on both the 1901 and 1958 

Ordnance  Survey  mapping as the remains of a stone circle, with all other stones removed 

for building.  A cup and ring marked stone is located 650m  east of the assessment  area, in 

a modern mounded clearance cairn  (Canmore 149697 , HER MPK9977) . The stone is 

described as ñmidway along the north  side of the mound, measuring 0.6m in length by 

0.4m in breadth and 0.35m in thickness, has on its upper surface a single cupmark, which 

measures about 90mm in diameter and 30mm in depth ò (RCAHMS 1996).  

29.  A cist burial is located at St Serfôs Water (Canmore 25503 , HER MPK901)  1.2km southeast 

of the assessment area.  The mound was opened in the 18 th  century and found to contain 

a stone cist containing two urns with cremated remains and polished axes.  In addition, a 

bronze axe head was identified at Loch Monzievaird, 1km to the south of the assessment 

area (Canmore 25506 , MPK903). It was identified in 1805,  and is potentially in the 

possession of the Baronet of Ochtertyre. No additional information is available about this 

artifact but it is likely to ha ve been a ritual water deposit.  A bronze vessel ñresembling a 

coffeepot ò (Ferguson 1845)  was found in St Serfôs Water in 1783 (Canmore 25537 , HER 

MPK933 ). No further information is available about this artifact but it has the potential to 

be a sheet bronze vessel. A fragment from the blade end of a Late Bronze Age socketed 

bronze axehead was found through metal detecting  in 2016 to the south of Turret Burn  

(Canmore 358786 , HER MPK20031 ) some 470m to the south of the assessment  area.  

30.  An Iron Age  promontory fort is located at Ochtertyre  (Canmore 25456 , HER MPK5286 ) , 

some 990m southeast of the assessment  area. The site is a sub - triangular fort, with three 

banks that have been heavily reduced by ploughing. There is further evidence of Iron Age 

occupation  in crannogs at  Loch Monzievaird  (Canmore 25508 , HER MPK15632) , 1km to the   
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Figure 1a Extract from Pontôs 1583-1614 map of Lower Glen Almond  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1b: Extract of  Adair 1683 map   

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 
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Figure 2a: Extract of Royôs Military Survey of Scotland (Highlands) 1747 ï 52 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2b: Extract of Stobieôs The Counties of Perth and Clackmannan  1783  

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 
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Figure 3a : Extract of  Thomson ôs 1827 map of Perthshire with Clackmannan.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3b: Extract of Robertsons Reduced plan of the hill grounds of the Estate of 

Ochtertyre  1828  

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 



RA24007 Barvick Burn, Perth & Kinross ï Historic Environment Assessment and Survey 

Ò2024 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 10 of 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4a: Extract of the 1st  edition Ordnance Survey published 1867  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4b: Extract of 2nd  edition Ordnance Survey (1901)  

  

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 

Reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 
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south of the assessment area. Buried timbers were identified within the loch, some dating 

to 2560±70 BP (610 BC), although other timbers dated to 140±50 BP (AD 1810) (Dixon 

and Shelley 2004).  

31.  There are no identified Roman sites within the assessment area or its immediate vicinity. 

A Roman brooch was identified 850m to the southeast of the asse ssment area during metal 

detecting in 2016 (Canmore 358787 , HER MPK20032). The brooch was an unusual 

headstud brooch with false  spring construction, and its discovery close to Ochteryre 

Prom ent ary fort suggested that it had reached local hands . The closes t  Roman site is a 

Roman fort at Strageath Mains (SM1614 , Canmore 25296 , HER MPK714), some 8.2km to 

the southwest of the assessment area.  

Medieval  and Modern Periods  

32.  There is one medieval site within the assessment  area S1 , the findspot of medieval pottery . 

Two sherds of 11 th  ï 12 th  century green glaze ceramic were found on the left bank of a 

small stream in 1967, during drainage works as part of the construction of Glenturret dam.  

33.  Two castle s are located to the south of the study area. Tossach Castle (Canmore 25509 , 

HER MPK905) is located 450m to the southeast of the asse ssment area, on the south side 

of Turret Burn. The date of construction is unknown but is described in the Ordnance Survey 

Name Book  as ñThe site of an ancient castle occupied by the Tosach family. The last 

remnants were removed by Sir Wm Murray, the late proprietor of Ochertyre. The field in 

which it stood is still known as Tosach's Park.ò(OS1/25/60/35)   

34.  Castle Cluggy is located 1km south of the assessment  area, on ñDry Isleò a peninsula 

extending into Loch Monzievaird. The castle was described in an Ochtertyre charter of 1467 

as an óantiquum fortalicium ô, and according to the New Statistical Account (Ferguson 1845) 

traditionally belonged to Red Cumin (or Comyn), a rival of Robert the Bruce. The castle 

measured 8.7m north -south  by 7.0m east -west  externally over walls 1.5m thick. 

Excavations were carried out at the castle in 2001  (Ro y 2001) , and while no dating evidence 

for early deposits w as found it indicated the castleôs original extent  was 9.3m east -west.   

35.  A medieval church was located at Monzievaird some 1.4km southeast of the assessment 

area. Its date of construction is not known but a church of ñsaint servanus or Serf of 

Moivardò was granted to Inchaffray Abbey in the early 13th century ( p. 723 Ferguson 

1845) . A massacre of the Murrays by the rival Drummond family took place at this church 

in either 1490 or 1511, with oral history putting the number of Murray dead at 120. The 

medieval church was demolished and replaced with the Ochtertyre family Mausoleum 

(LB18176 , Canmore 25445 , HER MPK847) in 1809.  A medieval healing well was located at 

St Serfôs Water ( Canmore 25536 , HER MPK932) , to the west of the church and some 

1.46km southeast of the assessment  area. The water was drunk on Lammas day and white 

stones, spoons or rags were left there (Porteous 1822).  The water level of the loch an has 

since risen and the well is now submerged  

36.  There was a plague outbreak during the 17 th  century and the victims  were  buried at 

Lochend  (Canmore 25504 , HER MPK5283 ), to the south of Loch Monzievaird, 1.4km to the 

south of the assessment area.   

37.  A cluster of sheiling huts is located at the head of Glen Turret (Canmore 24886 , HER 

MPK358 ) 6km northwest of the assessment area. It is known as Renna Cardich or the 

Smith's Sheal  (Newte 1791) although no evidence of smelting has been found at the site. 

It was surveyed by the Ordnance Survey in 1975. The site consists of 11 rectangular and 

oval sheilings with a maximum size of 8m by  2.5m.  

38.  A sheiling is a seasonal settlement located in an upland landscape for grazing stock during 

the summer months. They are primarily documented in the post -medieval period, being 

used in the lowlands until the 18 th  century and in the highlands until the clearances of the 

19 th  century (Dixon 2018). However, there is some documentary evidence that  the practice 

of sheilings reaches back into  the medieval period.  

39.  The huts were constructed of turf or turf and stone, typically with a turf roof. The y had a  

sub - rectangular form  in plan  and typically measured 3.98m x 2m, with 0.9m thick 
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walls. (ibid) . Some shieling huts are preserved as sub -circular mounds  measuring 6.9m x 

2.3m. These have been interpreted as the remains of the turf hut after collapse. The huts 

are typically found in clusters of between 3 to 12 structures, although groupings of up to 

100 structures are known. These groupings either represen t a cluster of structures 

inhabited contemporaneously or successive phases of sheiling huts occupied by the same 

families.  

40.  It can be difficult to differentiate between sheiling huts, and turf -built structures 

constructed for other purposes such as shepherds huts, watch huts, peat stands, or hunting 

lodges.  

41.  A cluster of sheiling huts is depicted on the 1828 estate map at the top of Loch Turret and 

marked as ñRuedhmhorò (Figure 3b) . Another area of óShielingsô is marked on the eastern 

side of Barvick Burn (outwith the assessment area). Both these show that Glen Turret was 

consistently  used for seasonal grazing, which is in keeping with the description of the Glen 

in the Old Statistical Account as having been predominantly forest.  

42.  Pontôs map of Lower Glen Almond and Strathearn (1583 -1614) (Figure 1a) shows Loch 

Turret as a large loch surrounded by hills and trees. No houses or settlements are marked 

in the glen . Adairôs 1683 (Figure 1b) map depicts the church of ñMonywardò and a farm or 

house also lab el led  ñMonywardò at the mouth of the glen. Loch Turret is not shown, but a 

river is shown running north -south into a glen surrounded by hills. No features were 

depicted within the assessment  area on  Mollôs mapping. 

43.  Royôs 1747 -52 Map of Scotland (Highlands) shows the assessment area as mostly 

unimproved, rough  hillside to the immediate southeast of Loch Turret  (Figure 3a) . Two 

unnamed farmsteads S2  located part wa y down the glen, on a hillside above Turret Burn . 

The farmsteads are surrounded by blocks of unenclosed rig. Two named farmsteads are 

located further down the glen, marked as ñCroftmorò and ñBelnoinò which are in turn 

surrounded by blocks of unenclosed rig. Barvick Burn is not depicted o n Royôs map. Stobieôs 

1783 map has less detail than Roy, but depicts Glen Turret as open hillside with named 

farmsteads at the southeastern edge of the glen, on lower ground  (Figure 3b) . ñBaladenò 

is depicted as a L shaped building with two linear buildings to the eastern side of the 

assessment  area. A series of 4 linear buildings and a U shaped courtyard building are all 

marked ñStraidò at the southern side of the assessment  area. An ñLò shaped farmstead 

marked ñGreenò and the ruins of Castle, likely Tossach Castle, are shown to the south of 

Turret Burn.  

44.  The Old Statistical Account written in 1793  (Baxter) described the parish of Monivaird and 

Strowan as mostly grazing with some arable ground. Sheep were most commonly kept 

with some black cattle. The sheep  were mostly black mountain sheep, and there had been 

little improvement to the livestock.  The population had decreased in the years leading up 

to the survey as a result of clearances  leading to ten ant  farmers moving to nearby Crieff 

and Comrie. There was a large amount of woodland  in the parish, with oak being the most 

common. Glenturret is mentioned as a common place for birds  of prey, including the b est 

falcons. A pair of falcons from the glen had been presented to George III at his coronation 

by the Duke of Athol l.  

45.  Thomsonôs 1828 map (Figure 2b) shows Glen Turret as open hillside , with no notable 

settlements in the vicinity of the glen. The 1828 Estate Map shows a more detailed 

depiction of the assessment area. It is depicted as open hillside labelled ñMonivaird Hillò. A 

road is shown running northwest -southeast towards Loch Turret on the northeast side of 

the Turret Burn. In addition, the sheiling huts discussed above are located at the north end 

of Loch Turret  and to the east of the Barvick Burn .  

46.  The New Statistical Account , written in 1845 (Ferguson),  paints a very similar picture of 

the parish. The population had continued to fall, and there had been some attempts at 

improvements mostly to farm buildings and drainage. The parish remains relatively heavily 

forested. Glen Turret is mentioned as having b een a forest for the keeping of red deer, but 

that had been broken up ñupwards of a century agoò. However, eagles continue to nest in 

the glen annually. Peat cutting also took place in Glen Turret, producing enough peat for 

the local farmers.  
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47.  The 1st  edition Ordnance Survey  published in 1867 (Figure 4a)  shows enclosed, improved 

tree - lined fields on the lower slopes of the assessment  area, followed by a belt of enclosed 

unimproved  ground  upslope , followed by open moor on the higher areas.  A track is shown 

running northwest - southeast along the glen on the north side of Turret Burn . The unnamed 

farmstead S2  is no longer visible. At the spur of the glen above the confluence of the 

watercourses  are two small farmsteads marked as ñDruimantavor eò and ñBrae of 

Monzievaird ò. Druimant avor e is described in the Ordnance Survey Name Book as having a 

ruined house with offices in good repair with a slate roof. Brae of Monzievaird  is a two 

stor ey house with one stor ey offices, in good repair with a slate roof. Both farmsteads are 

the property of Sir P.L. Murrary, Ochtertyre. A sheepfold S4  is depicted to the immediate 

north of the headdyke above the farms.  To the northwest of Druimant avor e, a three sided  

rectangle of trees is depicted. This is likely to be the relic of one of the farmsteads depicted 

on Roy S5 , likely either Croftmor or Belnoin  (see LiDAR below) .  

48.  A farmstead marked as ñGreenendò is shown to the immediate north of Turret Burn , to the 

southeast of the assessment  area. The Ordnance Survey Name Book  described this as ñA 

group of buildings on the banks of the Turret Burn, consisting of three Cothouses and a 

Saw Mill, they are all one storey in height and in good repair ò. A hunting lodge with several 

buildings inside a wooded enclosure and a pier is located t o the north of the assessment  

area, at the northern end of Loch Turret . The Ochtertyre Designed La ndscape ( GDL00304 ) 

is situated to the south of Turret Burn, taking in Ocht ertyre House and Loch Monzievaird. 

It is visible on the 1 st  edition Ordnance Survey as woodlands and large fields subdivided by 

trees.  

49.  The 2nd  edition Ordnance Survey  (Figure 4b)  shows the assessment area as very similar to 

the first edition mapping  The farmstead of Druimantover is no longer named, although the 

buildings are marked as roofed. A gravel pit S6 and an old gravel pit S7 are marked along 

the  track. The tree enclosure of the relict farmstead  S5  is no longer visible.  

50.  Loch Turret, on the northwest edge of the assessment area, has been depicted on both the 

1st  and the 2 nd  edition Ordnance Survey as a natural water body approximately half the 

size (in length) when compared to the modern loch. The natural loch was transformed into 

a public water supply reservoir through the construction of an embankment dam built 

between 1961  and 1964 by the Central Scotland Water Development Board. This 

construction more than doubled the surface area of the waterbody, inundating the former 

lochside areas and extending the waterbod y to the southeast  down the glen.  A cottage is 

marked within the water levels of the current loch, although it is not shown on Roy or other 

mapping. In addition, a spindle whorl was found among stones on the banks of the loch. 

This indicates that the re  was some, small settlement around the loch before  the creation 

of the reservoir.  The houses  and  the  Scottish Water buildings were constructed at this time, 

forming an area of ground that is excluded from the assessment  area on  the southwestern 

side  of the are a.  

51.  A cairn S9 is shown on modern mapping on the unnamed summit at NN 83723 26116. A 

second cairn S10  is shown on the unnamed summit at NN 82727 26641 . Neither cairn is 

shown on historical mapping, so are  likely to be modern  in origin .   

Aerial  & LiDAR Imagery  

52.  Modern satellite imagery and Scottish Government LiDAR data is available for the 

assessment area and have been used to clarify the location and form of many of the sites 

identified as well as identify sites that are not recorded on historical or modern map ping.  

53.  This  imagery enabled  a provisional confirmation that the Fairhurst survey of the  Turret 

Burn  Farmstead s S2  fairly reflected the extant form of this site. Structures were also 

located on the southern end of the 1st edition mapped enclosure S5  to suggest that in 

combination these were a coherent farmstead.  

54.  Further, the imagery enabled t he identification of multiple new sites, particularly the Easter 

Knockbrae field system S8  formed of a network of banks on the southwestern, southern 

and eastern slopes of Easter Knockbrae. This field system incorporated five blocks of rig 

(A to F)  and appeared to interact with Turret Burn Farmsteads S2 and a  new solitary  
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Figure 5: Historic Environment Sites  
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Table 1: Historic Environment Sites located within the assessment area . 

No Site HER Ref: Description NGR Image from Site Inspection 

S1 Turret Burn 

Findspot  

HER: MPK913 
Canmore: 25517 

Desk Based Assessment  

Two sherds of 11th ï 12th century green glaze ceramic were found on the left bank 
of small stream in 1967, during drainage works as part of the construction of 
Glenturret dam.  

Walkover Survey 

The site was located on the bank of a burn within the excluded area of the Scottish 
Water pumping station. There was no identifiable traces of the site. 

NN 8364 2475 

 

S2 Turret Burn  

Farmstead; Kiln; 
Enclosures 

HER: MPK927 
Canmore: 25531 

Desk Based Assessment  

Royôs map depicts two unnamed farmsteads located part way down the glen, on a 
hillside above Turret Burn. The farmsteads are surrounded by blocks of 
unenclosed rig. They are not shown on later mapping and are not visible on aerial 
imagery. The farmsteads were surveyed Fairhurst as the turf-covered footings of 
nine buildings in two groupings (S2.1 & S2.2) split by the burn with associated 
enclosures and a corn-drying kiln (S2.3) on the burn. Buildings vary in size from 
21.0m x 4.5m to 6.0m x 4.0m.   

Two farmsteads are visible on LiDAR. S2.1 is visible as three rectangular buildings 
with associated enclosures in an area excluded from survey. S2.2 is visible as four 
rectangular buildings with a subcircular enclosure to the immediate south. A 
separate square structure S2.3 is visible against the left bank of the burn. 

Walkover Survey 

The majority of S2.1 was located in the Scottish Water excluded area. It consisted 
of a series of rectangular turf and stone structures with associated enclosures. The 
far eastern portion of the site was located within the assessment area. This 
consisted of a subïrectangular stone structure to the immediate southwest of a 
small stream. The site measured 9.29m northeastïsouthwest x 8.7m transversely. 
It was constructed of sub-rectangular stone blocks measuring 0.2m x 0.15m x 
0.14m. The walls were 0.5m high and 0.3m wide.  

S2.2 consisted of 4 rectangular stone structures with associated turf banked 
enclosures. This was separated into a smaller square enclosure with one structure 
and a large enclosure with three structures arranged in an L shape. A large sub- 
oval enclosure was located to the south of the three structures. The northern 
enclosure measured 15.25m north-south x 13.9m transversely. The banks were 
1.4m wide and 0.35m high. The structure was constructed from large rectangular 
stone blocks and measured 13.7m northeastïsouthwest x 8.58m transversely. The 
walls were 1.2m wide and preserved to a maximum height of 1m, with most of the 
walls 0.3m high. 

The second enclosure measured 20.6m northwest x southeast x 24m  transversely. 
It consisted of turf banks 1m wide x 0..4m high. The structures measured 19.2m x 
8.4m, 11.9m x 5.53m and 8m x 5.68m respectively. They were constructed from 
rectangular stone blocks.  

A third sub-circular enclosure was located at the south side of the site. It measured 
34m north-south x 20m transversely.  

S2.1 NN 83752 24766 

 

S2.2 NN 83752 24766 
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No Site HER Ref: Description NGR Image from Site Inspection 

 

S3 Easter 
Knockbrae  

Structure  

HER: 
Canmore:  

Desk Based Assessment  

A rectangular structure is visible on LiDAR imagery in the open hillside to the 
immediate north of the Scottish Water buildings. It is not shown on historical or 
modern mapping and is not visible on aerial imagery.  

Walkover Survey 

The site was identified as a rectangular banked enclosure. It measured 16.55m 
north-south x 8.46m transversely. The banks were constructed of turf, with some 
stones particularly in the southern corners. The banks measured 0.6m high and 
0.8m wide. The stones were large sub-rounded stones measuring between 0.52m 
x 0.2m x 32m to 0.74m x 0.6m x 0.5m in size.  

NN 83651 25107 

 

S4 Brae of 
Monzierd  

Sheepfold  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A rectangular sheepfold is shown on the 1st edition ordnance survey to the north of 
the headdyke. It is depicted on modern mapping and is visible on aerial and LiDAR 
imaging.  

Walkover Survey  

The sheepfold was identified as a dry stone walled structure, with some walls 
replaced by post and wire fencing. The eastern cells of the sheepfold were ruined 
and in use as a clearance cairn. The northern wall of the sheepfold had been 
demolished and replaced by a post and wire fence.  

The structure measured 45m northeast-southwest x 25m transversely. The walls 
were constructed from rectangular blocks of local stone, with a rubble core. The 
walls were 1.1m wide and preserved to a maximum height of 1.4m. 

NN 84153 24952 
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No Site HER Ref: Description NGR Image from Site Inspection 

 

S5 Brae Cottage  

Farmstead  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A three sided rectangle of trees is shown on the 1st edition ordnance survey. This is 
likely to be the relic of one of the farmsteads depicted on Royôs mapping. The site 
is not shown on later historical or modern mapping and is not visible on aerial 
imagery. It is visible on LiDAR as a square enclosure with two rectangular buildings 
at the southside. 

Walkover Survey  

The site was identified as two rectangular banked structure with a three sided 
banked enclosure to the immediate north.  Structure S5.1 measured 22.5m east -
west x 7.8m north ï south. S5.2 measured 17m north northwest x 7.74m 
transversely. The structures banks where. 1.25 ï 1.4m  wide and preserved to a 
maximum height of 0.4m. They were constructed with turf with some small stones.   
 
The enclosure bank was constructed from turf and large stones. The enclosure 
measured 29m northeast- southwest x 29.3m transversely. The bank had a 
maximum height 1.2m and was 1. 3m wide.  

NN 84207 24581  

 

S6 Turret Burn  

Gravel Pit  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A sub-circular gravel pit is shown along the track to the north of Turret Burn on the 
second edition ordnance survey. It is not shown on later historical or modern 
mapping. It is not visible on aerial or LiDAR imagery.  

Walkover Survey 

The site could not be identified as it was located beneath the Loch Turret access 
road.  

NN 83341 24997 
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No Site HER Ref: Description NGR Image from Site Inspection 

S7 Turret Burn  

Gravel Pit  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A sub-circular pit marked as an ñold gravel pitò is shown along the track to the north 
of Turret Burn on the second edition ordnance survey. It is not shown on later 
historical or modern mapping. It is not visible on aerial or LiDAR imagery.  

Walkover Survey 

The gravel pit could not be identified as it was located on a steep excavated cutting 
running from the Loch Turret Access Road to an area of hard standing.   

NN 82912 25420  

 

S8 Easter 
Knockbrae  

Field System  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A network of curved banks is visible on LiDAR and aerial imagery to the east, south 
and west of Easter Knockbrae summit. The banks incorporate rig blocks A to F. 
They are not shown on historical or modern mapping.  

Walkover Survey  

The banks were located of turf covered banks with occasional stones. They 
measured between 1.2m and 2.1m wide and were preserved to a maximum height 
of 0.6m. The banks primarily formed an undulating linear boundary on the eastern, 
southern and western slopes of Easter Kockbrae. A sub-triangular turf banked 
enclosure was formed by the banks measuring 37m north -south x 38m transversely 
some 75m to the northwest of structure S3.  

NN 83852 25215  
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No Site HER Ref: Description NGR Image from Site Inspection 

S9 Allt Ghilbert 

Cairn  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A cairn is shown on modern mapping on the unnamed summit. It is not shown on 
historical mapping. It is not visible on aerial or LiDAR imagery. 

Walkover Survey 

The site was identified as a low stone cairn consisting of large flat boulders with 
smaller stones on top. The cairn measured 0.4m high and measured 2m x 0.8m.  

NN 83723 26116 

 

S10 Loch Turret 

Cairn  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A cairn is shown on modern mapping on the unnamed summit. It is not shown on 
historical mapping. It is not visible on aerial or LiDAR imagery. 

Walkover Survey  

The cairn was identified as a walker's cairn measuring 1.1m high and 1.8m wide. It 
was constructed from large roughly shaped rectangular stone blocks with an 
average size of 0.4m x 0.3m x 0.2. 

NN 82727 26641 

 

S11 Easter 
Knockbrae 
Sheiling huts  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

Two sub-circular turf Sheiling huts were identified on LiDAR and aerial imagery. 
They were not shown on historical or modern mapping.  

Walkover Survey  

The sites were identified as sub oval depressions surrounded by turf banks with an 
undulating centre. The banks were degraded and fragmentary in nature. The sites 
were located on an area of open moorland sloping downhill to the southeast.  

S11.1 measured 6.63m northeast-southwest x 4.5m transversely. The banks were 
0.3m high and 0.64m wide. There was no visible entrance.  

S11.2 measured 7m northeast-southwest x 2.75m transversely. The banks were 
0.8m wide and 0.1m high.   

S11.3 measured 6.05m in diameter. The banks were preserved to a height of 0.15 
ï 0.2m and were 1m wide.  

S11.1  NN 83863 
25123 

S11.2 NN 83953 
25100 

S11.3 NN  83924 
25111 

 

 



RA24007 Barvick Burn, Perth & Kinross ï Historic Environment Assessment and Survey 

Ò2024 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 20 of 31 

No Site HER Ref: Description NGR Image from Site Inspection 

S12 Barvick Burn 

Sheiling huts  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

Four sub-circular turf Sheiling huts were identified on LiDAR and aerial imagery. 
They were not shown on historical or modern mapping. 

Walkover Survey  

The sites were identified as sub oval depressions surrounded by turf banks with an 
undulating centre. The banks were well preserved. The sites were located in an 
undulating area of flat open moorland to the immediate northeast and southwest of 
a small burn.  

S12.1 measured 7.14m northeastïsouthwest x 4.18m transversely. The banks 
measured 0.2m high and had a width of 0.7m.  

S12.2 measured 6.2m east-west x 5.4m transversely. The banks measured 0.25m 
high and were 0.55m wide. The site was located in bracken.  

S12.3 measured 5.43m eastïwest x 4.95m transversely. The banks were 0. 4m 
high and 1.2m wide.  

S12.4 measured 6.92m northeast-southwest x 3.93m transversely. The banks were 
0.65m wide and 0.2m high. The banks were fragmentary in nature.  

12.1 NN 84426 25389 

12.2 NN 84403 25377 

12.3 NN 84392 25345  

12.4 NN 84370 25355 

 

S13 Barvick Burn 

Sheiling hut 

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A sub-oval turf sheiling hut was identified on LiDAR and aerial imagery. It was not 
shown on historical or modern mapping. 

Walkover Survey  

The site was identified as a sub-oval turf banked structure. It measured 6.57m 
northeastïsouthwest x 5.57m transversely. The banks were 0.6m high with a width 
of 1.4m. The site was located to the immediate southwest of a small burn.  

NN 84182 25560  

 

S14 Easter 
Knockbrae 

Sheiling huts  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

Four sub-oval turf Sheiling huts were identified on LiDAR and aerial imagery. They 
were not shown on historical or modern mapping. 

Walkover Survey  

The sites were identified as sub-circular turf-banked structures. The sheiling huts 
were located in an undulating line running east-west to the south of a small burn.  

S14.1 measured 6.99m north-south x 5.38m transversely. The banks measured 
0.5m wide and 0.34m high.  

S14.2 measured 5.3m east-west x 3.76m transversely. The banks measured 0.7m 
wide with a maximum height of 0.4m.  

S14.3 measured 6.63m northïsouth x 4.48m transversely. The banks measured 
1.2m wide with a maximum height of 0.35m. The bank was fragmentary in nature.  

S14.4 measured 4.85m north-south x 4.14m transversely. The banks measured 
1.2m wide and  0.35m high.  

14.1 NN 83968 25370  

14.2 NN 83991 25373  

14.3 NN 84013 25383  

14.4 NN 84026 25379 
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No Site HER Ref: Description NGR Image from Site Inspection 

S15 Easter 
Knockbrae 

Sheiling huts  

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

Five sub-circular turf Sheiling huts were identified on LiDAR and aerial imagery. 
They were not shown on historical or modern mapping. 

Walkover Survey  

The sites were as a sub ï oval turf banked structures with an undulating centre. 
They were located on open moorland sloping downhill to the southwest.  

S15.1 measured 5.46m northwestïsoutheast x 3.27m transversely. The banks 
measured were 2m wide and had a maximum height of 0.3m.  

S15.2 measured 5.84m northeastïsouthwest x 3.81m transversely. The banks were 
1.7m wide and preserved to a maximum height of 0.3m.  

S15.3 measured 4.33m northeastïsouthwest x 3.69m transversely. The banks were 
1.6m wide and preserved to a maximum height of 0.25m.  

S15.4 measured 6.27m northeastïsouthwest x 4.15m transversely. The banks were 
1.75m wide and preserved to a maximum height of 0.31m.  

S15.5 measured 6.52m northeast-southwest x 4.89m transversely. The banks were 
1.6m wide and preserved to a maximum height of 0.25m.  

S15.6 measured 6.10m northeastïsouthwest x 5.47m transversely. The banks were 
1.7m wide and preserved to a maximum height of 0.3m.  

15.1 NN 84030 25274 

15.2 NN 84054 25271 

15.3 NN 84045 25251  

15.4 NN 84044 25206  

15.5 NN 84100 25244 

15.6 NN 84013 25222  

 

S16 Glen Turret 

Sheiling huts; 
Bank; Sheepfold 

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

Two possible sub-circular turf Sheiling huts were identified on LiDAR and aerial 
imagery. They were not shown on historical or modern mapping.  

Walkover survey  

The LiDAR sites were located during field survey as a structure with associated 
bank. In addition, a sheepfold and two sub-rectangular structures or enclosures 
were identified. The sites were located in open moorland on southwest facing 
slopes.  

S16.1 was a sub-oval turf banked structure. It measured 7.57m northwest-
southeast x 4.75m transversely. The banks were comprised of turf with occasional 
medium sub-angular stones. The banks were 0.54m wide and preserved to a height 
of 0.4m. The centre of the feature was concave.  

S16.2 was a l-shaped turf bank. It measured 5.37m northwest-southeast x 4.17m. 
The banks were 0.3m high and 0.6m wide.  

S16.3 was a turf-built circular sheepfold with a central partition. The sheepfold 
measured 8.92m in diameter. The banks were 0.35m high and 0.8m wide.  

S16.4 were a pair of sub rectangular turf banked sites. They were located in an area 
of burnt heather to the northwest of the other sites. S16.3 measured 4.69m 
northwestïsoutheast x 3.61m. The banks were 0.2m high and 0.5m wide. S16.4  
measured 6.96m northwestïsoutheast x 4.3m transversely. The banks were 0.12m 
high and 0.4m wide.  

16.1 NN 82807 26212  

16.2 NN 82788 26206  

16.3 NN 82714 26200 

16.4 NN 82730 26238 
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No Site HER Ref: Description NGR Image from Site Inspection 

 

S17 Allt Ghilbert 

Sheiling huts 

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

Two rectangular turf structures were identified on LiDAR and aerial imagery. They 
were not shown on historical or modern mapping.  

Walkover Survey  

The sites were identified two turf structures or enclosures. The sites were located 
on an area of open moorland on a small plateau on the slopes of an unnamed hill.  

S17.1 was a rectangular turf banked structure measuring 6.1m northeast ï 
southwest x 3.18m transversely. The banks were -.8m wide and -.4m high. The site 
was heavily covered with bracken.  

S17.2 was a small circular banked site measuring 6m in diameter. The banks 
measured -0.35m high and 0.9m wide. The banks of the sites were covered with 
heather, with the centre containing long grass . 

17.1 NN 83953 25100 

17.2  

 

S18 Loch Turret 

Sheiling hut 

HER:- 
Canmore: - 

Desk Based Assessment  

A sub-circular turf Sheiling hut was identified on LiDAR and aerial imagery. It was 
not shown on historical or modern mapping. 

Walkover Survey  

A sub-oval turf structure was identified comprising stone and turf banks. The site 
was covered with bracken. The site measured 5.65m northwest-southeast x 3.67m 
transversely. The banks had a maximum height of 0.3m and were 0.5m wide.  

NN 82312 26869  
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Table 2: Rig & Furrow Blocks located within the assessment area . 

No NGR Block Form Visibility Boundaries Sequence & Relationships Rig Orientation & Topography Rig Character 

A NN 83668 
24822 

Sub-circular shape.  

99.5 NW ï SE x 34m 
transversely  

0.29ha 

Identified through LiDAR Imagery. 

Not visible on during field survey .  

None visible  Forms part of farmstead S2.1 Aligned NW-SE Not visible during field 
survey  

B NN 83299 
25244 

Sub-rectangular  

37.8m NW -SE x 25.3m 
transversely  

0.07ha 

Identified through LiDAR and 
imagery. 

Not visible on during field survey 

Bounded by Bank S8.2 to 
northeast and northwest   

Directly to the northwest of rig block C  Aligned NW- SE on sloping ground  Not visible during field 
survey  

C NN 88316 
25218 

Irregular shape 

24.4m NE- SW x 11.6m 
transversely  

0.021 ha 

Identified through LiDAR and 
imagery. 

Not visible on during field survey 

None visible  Directly to the southeast of Rig Block B Aligned NW- SE on sloping ground  Not visible during field 
survey  

D NN 83828 
24978 

Irregular shape shaped  

75.7m NW ï SE x 89.2m 
transversely  

0.4ha 

Identified through LiDAR and 
aerial imagery. 

Not visible on during field survey 

Bounded by Bank S8.8 to 
the north  

Directly to the west of Rig Block E Aligned NNW-SSE on sloping 
ground 

Not visible during field 
survey  

E NN 83918 
24953 

Triangular shaped  

103.6m NE -SW x 54.08m 
transversely  

0.35ha 

Identified through LiDAR 

Not visible on during field survey 

None visible  Directly of the east of Rig Block D Aligned NNW-SSE on sloping 
ground  

Not visible during field 
survey  

F NN 84119 
25437 

Irregular shaped  

224.5m NW -SE x 136.3m 
transversely  

2.03ha 

Identified through LiDAR 

Not visible on during field survey 

Bounded by Bank S8.7 to 
the northwest  

No relationships  Aligned NW-SE on sloping ground  Not visible during field 
survey  
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structure S3 . The rig primarily consists of smaller blocks except for  the larger block F.  

55.  Provisionally eight locations were identified (S11 to S18) that may be single or grouped 

sets of shieling huts or small enclosures. These sites were located mostly at the southern 

end of the assessment area, on a plateau above the field system S8 .  

Walkover Survey  

56.  The walkover survey took place on the 7 th , 8 th  and 13 th  of February 2024, in dry, bright 

and cold conditions. Overall, the assessment area was composed o f open moorland  with 

some small areas of woodland . A paved single track road ran northwest -southeast at the 

southwest side of the assessment area, to the northwest of Turret Burn, ending at a public 

car park at Loch Turret Reservoir.  A series of well -maintained  access tracks were located 

within the assessment area. Modern field boundaries consisted of post and wire fences.  

57.  Throughout the walkover survey, sites that were identified through historical and modern 

mapping as well as aerial and LiDAR imagery were investigated as well as a general 

observation of the assessment area. The walkover survey identified eight  new site s 

provisionally identified by LiDAR data  as well as new aspects of previously identified sites.  

58.  Several  sub - rectangular and sub -circular features ( S11  to S18 ) identified on LiDAR  were 

confirmed as bona fide sites  during the field survey. The sites were located on higher slopes 

on the open moorland. The majority were located at the southern side of the assessment 

area, although two ( S16 and S18 ) were located at the northwestern edge above Loch 

Turret Reservoir. An additional site S17 was located in the northeast corner of the 

assessment area, among higher hills in open moorland.  

59.  The walkover survey began along the Loch Turret Reservoir road, before moving to the 

sites located in the vicinity of the Scottish Water establishment . Gravel pit  S7 could not be 

identified during the field survey as it was located on a steep embankment between the 

road and an agricultural yard.  

60.  The field banks of the field system  S8  were identified  as turf banks  on the southern  slopes 

of Easter Knockbrae to the immediate north and east of the Scottish Water establishment .  

The area consisted of rough pasture and Rig Blocks A to E could not be identified. 

Farmsteads S2 and S5 and rectangular structure S3 were both identified as turf and stone 

banked structures. S2 and S3 were located in rough pasture. S5 was located in an 

improved field at the far south of the assessment  area.  

61.  Sheiling huts S11 were located as two hut sites with an enclosure between them. The sites 

were located on the open moorland and were not near  a body of water.  The Gravel Pit S6 

could not be identified as it was located beneath the Loch Turret Reservoir road.  

62.  The second section of the walkover survey focussed on the sites to the southeast of the 

assessment area on the eastern slopes of Easter Knockbrae . Sheiling hut sites S12  to  S15  

were identified during the survey. These sites consisted of turf -banked sub -circular 

structures  and enclosures on open moorland. The sites were located on exposed slopes, 

with  extensive  views to the south and south east  across the Earn Valley and  towards the 

high hills and mountains near Loch Earn  (Figure 6a) . S12 was located to the n ortheast and 

southwest of a small burn while  S13 was located to the southwest of a burn. The other 

sites were not located near  a watercourse.  

63.  The third section of the walkover was at the far northwest of the assessment area to the 

southeast of Loch Turret Reservoir. The area was open moorland, heavily covered with 

heather. There were several stone -built  grouse butts were located in the area.  The ground 

sloped steeply uphill to the north.  The features grouped as  S16 were a combination of 

three  sheiling hut s, a sheepfold, and a bank. A solitary shieling hut  S18 was located at the 

far northwest edge of the assessment area. Cairn S10 was identified on the summit of an 

unnamed hill, and consisted of a dry stone walkers cairn.  

64.  The final section of the walkover survey was the northeast portion of the assessment area 

above Ba rvick Burn. This consisted of open heather -covered grouse moor. There were a 

large number of grouse butts in this area, running southeast -northwest uphill  (Figure 6b) . 

The grouse butts were primarily constructed of turf and stone, with some wooden butts. 
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The area contained several  well -maintained stoned estate tracks. Sheiling huts S17 were 

identified as a circular hut and associated rectangular enclosure on the lower slopes of an 

unnamed hill. The sites were not near  a water course. Ca ir n S9 was identified as a low 

stone cairn on the summit of an unnamed hill with grouse butts running up to it. It was 

unlikely to be a walker 's cairn due to the low height.  

Management Guidance  

65.  The assessment identified eighteen  historic environment sites within the Barvick Burn  

assessment area (Figure 5). Not all of these sites and/or areas are of equal merit or have 

equal potential to contribute to the comprehension of the Historic Environment. A fourfold 

significance is used to reflect the scale of contribution running, from high to low, as 

National, Regi onal, Local and Other, where Other denotes a minimal significance. Presented 

below is our guidance on how we recommend the known historic envi ronment sites should 

be treated within any Forest Design Plan (summarised in Table 3).  

Site Protection  ï Medieval or later rural sites  

66.  The farmstead s S2 and  S5 along with the structure  S3  are  well -preserved examples of 

pre -19 th  century farmstead s and rural settlement. These structures with their associated 

enclosures can inform our understanding of pre - improvement agricultural communities. 

These sites make a significant contribution to the historic landscape character and are 

anticipated to retai n complex archaeological strata. As such they have been ascribed 

Regional significance and should be protected  with a 10m buffer, managed as a clearing 

and maintained as open space.  

67.  The findspot S1 illustrates the material culture that may be associated with the  farmstead s 

S2 . As such, it has no separate intrinsic significance beyond that association.  It has been 

ascribed Other significance. No action  is recommended.  

68.  The gravel pit s S6  and S7 were not identified during field survey. They do not make a 

significant contribution to the historic landscape character, are unlikely to contain complex 

archaeological information and hence are ascribed Other significance. No action  is 

recommended.  

69.  The cairns S9 and S10 appear by form to be  modern walkers and estate cairns. They are 

not shown on any historical mapping. As such they have been ascribed Other significance. 

No action  is recommended.  

70.  The twenty five turf -built structures and enclosures within sites S11 to  S18 show a pattern 

of post -medi eval seasonal use of the upland portion of the assessment area as a shieling. 

These structures with their associated enclosures can inform our understanding of pre -

improvement agricultural communities. These sites make a significant contribution to the 

historic  landscape character and are anticipated to retain complex archaeological strata. 

As such each structure or enclosure has been ascribed Regional si gnificance and should be 

protected  with a 10m buffer, managed as a clearing and maintained as open space.  

Site Protection ï Agricultural remains  

71.  The sheepfold S4 is a 19 th  century sheepfold that has remained in use. As such, it makes 

a moderate contribution to the historic landscape  while it is unlikely to embody complex 

archaeological information . It has been ascribed Local significance and should be 

protected with a 5m buffer.  

72.  The field system S8 on southern slopes  of Easter Knockbrae hill  is a fragmentary grouping 

of banks . It forms a part of the pre -19 th  century historic landscape, and as such each  bank  

make s a minor contribution to the landscape although they  are unlikely to embody comple x 

archaeological information. They have been ascribed Other significance  No action  is 

recommended.  

73.  However, stretches of these banks  S8  are incorporated into  the protection buffer of 

structure S3 and  Areas  i and  iv  (see below)  to ensure the retention of a suitable sample 

where they contribute to the setting of more significant monuments. Further, care should 

be taken to avoid unnecessary disturbance outwith these areas, wherever possible, when 
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the  banks  survive as upstanding and visible features in the landscape.  

74.  Rig Blocks A  to F were not observed on the ground. The se rig blocks make a minor 

contribution to the historic landscape and no action  is recommended. However, Rig Block  

A is incorporated into  Areas  i (see below) as it contribute s to the setting of Farmsteads 

S2 .   

Larger Clearings  

75.  Larger clearings should be used to retain improved settings for significant sites, enable 

related sites that are within the same immediate landscape to be protected within a shared 

clearing (enabling their interpretation as a group), protect short -distance  significant 

sightlines and retain a representative sample of the medieval and post -medieval 

agricultural field systems.  

76.  We recommend the following larger clearings  (see Figure 7)  are formed for these ends:  

i The three elements of m edieval or later rural settlement of farmsteads  S2.1  to  

S2.3  for m  an important settlement cluster  straddling an unnamed burn, also the 

location of findspot S1 . Safeguarded within this larger clearing would be one  

section of bank S8 reaching north from the farmsteads and Rig Block A . This 

combination provides a representative sequential use of this landscape and 

should be retained as open space;  and  

ii to vii  These six larger clearings capture the groupings of shieling huts and enclosures 

into coherent blocks with modest expansion from the individual protection for the 

structures. Respectively the six larger clearings ( ii  to vii ) capture shieling sites 

S11 , S15 , S14 , S13 , S12 , S16  and S17 .  For clearings iv  and  v , the area 

safeguarded includes sections of the adjacent watercourses retaining this 

relationship. Clearing iv  also safeguards a section of bank from S8 , with shieling 

hut S14.4  lying within the enclosed ground. This combination provides a 

representative sequential use of this landscape and should be retained as open 

space .  

77.  As noted above, these larger clearings will retain a sample of the field systems S8 , and an 

associated rig block.  

Edge Treatment  

78.  Where reasonable woodland bounding clearings for historic environment sites should be 

broadleaf at a lower density than commercial forestry. Such broadleaf edges should 

preferentially be provided to:  

× sites of regional significance not within Larger Clearings; then  

× those edges of Larger Clearings in proximity (50m or less) to sites of national 

significance.  

79.  Such broadleaf woodland provides both a more sympathetic boundary effect for the setting 

of the historic environment site and reduces the risk of inadvertent impact from forestry 

operations during thinning, harvesting and restocking.  

Clearing Management  

80.  Clearings (for site protection) and Larger Clearings (to capture a representative sample of 

the agricultural systems and retain the setting of sites) should be managed as open ground  

(either through grazing or episodic mowing, cutting or flailing as appropriate) .  

81.  Stocking levels should not promote poaching or the initiation of erosion. Supplementary 

feeding should not be undertaken on sites of Regional or National significance although it 

is appropriate outwith the protection areas for these sites in Larger Clearin gs.  

82.  Where clearings are isolated in forestry, an access route should be maintained and a 

management regime should be implemented that is proportionate to the risk of the 

incursion of deleterious woody or invasive species. In essence, the long - term sustainable 

retention of the site should be sought.   
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Figure 6a: General shot of the asse ssment area showing open moorland with access track 

and the Earn Valley. Photo taken from the northeast.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6b: General shot of asse ssment area showing heather moorland and earthen grouse 

butts. Photo taken from the southeast.  
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Table 3: Management Guidance for Historic Environment Sites  

No Site Significance Management Guidance UKFS HE 
Guidelines 

S1  Turret Burn 

Findspot  

Other No action is recommended - 

S2  Turret Burn  

Farmstead; Kiln; 
Enclosures 

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations 

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S3  Easter Knockbrae  

Structure  

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations 

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S4  Brae of Monzierd  

Sheepfold  

Local Protect within a 5m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations 

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S5  Brae Cottage  

Farmstead  

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations 

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S6  Turret Burn  

Gravel Pit  

Other  No action is recommended  - 

S7  Turret Burn  

Gravel Pit  

Other No action is recommended - 

S8  Easter Knockbrae  

Field System  

Other No action is recommended. 

Avoid unnecessary disturbance 
where upstanding features. 

- 

S9  Allt Ghilbert 

Cairn  

Other  No action is recommended  - 

S10  Loch Turret 

Cairn  

Other  No action is recommended  - 

S11  Easter Knockbrae 
Sheiling huts  

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations.  

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S12  Barvick Burn 

Sheiling huts  

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations.  

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S13  Barvick Burn 

Sheiling hut 

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations.  

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S14  Easter Knockbrae 

Sheiling huts  

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations.  

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S15  Easter Knockbrae 

Sheiling huts  

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations.  

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S16  Glen Turret 

Sheiling huts; 
Bank; Sheepfold 

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations.  

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

S17  Allt Ghilbert 

Sheiling huts 

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations.  

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 
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S18  Loch Turret 

Sheiling hut 

Regional  Protect within a 10m buffer 
excluding planting and forestry 
operations.  

GFPR 1 

SFM 11,18 

SFM sustainable forest management. LR legal requirement. GFPR good forestry practice requirement 

 

83.  Established , mature individual trees should not be removed as they may be linked to 

historic planting, especially at sites related to medieval or later rural settlements.  

84.  We further recommend consideration of proactive suppression of bracken for historic 

environment sites of Regional or National significance where stands extend over sites or 

are approaching the protection buffer of these sites.  

85.  Any management should be in keeping with HES Technical Guidance and, for Scheduled 

Monuments, secure Scheduled Monument Consent except where the activities are not 

subject to control under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 or is 

permi tted through Class Consents.  

Access and Interpretation  

86.  We recommend the forestry regime for the assessment area should consider access and 

interpretation of the historic environment. Two  interacting theme s are  readily apparent 

from the survey undertaken:  

a.  Presenting and interpreting the settled post -medieval rural settlement and 

agricultural remains within larger clearings i ; and  

b.  Presenting and interpreting the seasonal post -medieval shieling  remains within 

larger clearings iii  and  iv.  

87.  We recognise the potential synergy of any interpretation of these being linked to contrast 

the settled pre - improvement agricultural landscape and the seasonal use of upland areas.  

88.  Any interpretation should be focused on linking to walking routes and clear themes. Web -

based and pamphlet resources would be the most appropriate to develop to avoid physical 

impacts from on -site interpretation.  

Conclusion  

89.  A historic environment assessment was required by the University of Edinburgh to inform 

design of afforestation at Barvick Burn, Perth and Kinross. This process identified eighteen 

historic environment sites relating to the assessment area.  

90.  Our management guidance has covered protection measures for twelve  of these sites , with 

seven  larger clearings identified for safeguarding the historic landscape characterised by 

the presence of well -preserved farmsteads and arrays of shieling huts with  their associated 

enclosures . These recommendations are compliant with UKFS Historic Environment 

Guidelines.  

 

 

 

  



RA24007 Barvick Burn, Perth & Kinross ï Historic Environment Assessment and Survey 

Ò2024 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 30 of 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7: Larger Clearings   




