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‘We have 49,000 students at the University of Edinburgh and 5,000 of 
those are online students. We regard all those students as very important 
members of the University community and we don’t make a distinction in 
terms of who is physically present on campus and who is not.

Your teaching programme will meet the same world-class academic 
standards that our campus-based degrees do. You should have the same 
access to facilities, the same access to the history and heritage of the 
University and we hope the same sense of pride in your University of 
Edinburgh degree. So please be proud that you are part of the University. 
Please feel that you are part of our community. Engage with your fellow 
students and your teachers.

We realise that online learners are subject to all the usual pressures of 
students studying in any university, with often a whole series of other 
added life pressures whether it be financial, social, work, family or caring 
responsibilities. We support your wellbeing and we want you to make sure 
that you enjoy your time studying at the University and that you emerge 
from it stronger and more knowledgeable as an individual.’

Professor Peter Mathieson
Principal and Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of Edinburgh
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Foreword

The University of Edinburgh’s strategy is to be a world leader in digital 
education, and to offer an outstanding student experience to as diverse 
a group of students as possible. 

Since 2005, we have pioneered the delivery of postgraduate degrees 
online. We now have the largest portfolio of online postgraduate 
programmes in the UK and more than 10,000 students have benefited 
from the opportunity to study flexibly online from anywhere in the 
world. 

We are very proud of the success of these programmes, which is due to 
the hard work, enthusiasm and vision of teams across the University. We 
are constantly scanning the horizon to ensure we can offer subjects that 
meet the needs of our learners, as well as the very best in academic 
tuition, technological advantages and personal support. Innovation 
drives the delivery of our student experience.

This brochure tells the story of our world-class online postgraduate 
portfolio: its academic excellence; its comprehensive array of support 
services; its technological innovations and the measurable impact that it 
is having on thousands of lives in every corner of the planet.

It is also an introduction to what our programmes have to offer and what 
you can expect from your time as a student, should you choose to join 
our global academic community. I hope you find it interesting, wherever 
you are and whoever you want your education to help you become. 

Dr Melissa Highton  |  Assistant Principal Online and Open Learning

We have the largest 
portfolio of 

online 
postgraduate degrees 

in the UK



InFLuencing the world since 1583

The University of Edinburgh has been changing the world for more than 
400 years. Our innovative alumni include Joseph Black, discoverer of 
carbon dioxide; Sophia Jex-Blake, pioneering doctor and one of the 
first female students at a British university; visionary naturalist Charles 
Darwin; and Jennie Lee, one of the first female MPs and leading founder 
of the Open University.

The work we do at the University is constantly expanding the depth of 
human knowledge and improving the lives of ordinary people. Research 
conducted here led to the discovery of chloroform anaesthesia, the 
Higgs boson particle and in-vitro fertilisation. 

Our academics are bringing broadband to remote communities, 
protecting forest ecosystems and advancing the public understanding 
of how our behaviours affect ageing.

Our students make a difference while they are studying through their 
interactions with the communities they are a part of. As graduates, our 
alumni go on to make positive impacts on the world using the skills, 
experience and knowledge they gain at the University.

The University’s innovative influence has always stretched far beyond 
our campus. Now, by embracing the technological and pedagogical 
opportunities of our digital age, we are expanding our scope, attracting 
more learners, offering more choices of online degree and widening 
our outreach. We have an online learning portfolio worthy of a world-
class university.

The University’s Old College 
Quad

 
 

 

The University of Edinburgh 
has been changing the world 

for more than 
400 years



Pioneering online learning since 2005

Learning to suit your lifestyle

It worked. 

Our first fully online masters programme 
welcomed students in 2005. Since then 
more than 10,000 postgraduate students 
from 180 countries have joined our 
academic community.

We are delivering our strategy of being a 
world leader in digital education. 

10,000 
PG students from 

180 countries 
have joined our 
academic community

The advancing capabilities of global online communication fitted 
perfectly with our strategic vision of widening access to our scholarship, 
learning and teaching to make a positive difference to people’s lives 
globally. As soon as we had the technology advanced enough to deliver 
the quality of online programmes that learners wanted, we made it 
happen. 

The right people with the right skills
We talked to learners to find out what they wanted to study, how they 
wanted to study it and what they wanted their studies to do for them. 
Our academic teams used all their expertise to develop courses that 
would meet those needs and surpass student expectations. We built the 
largest team of learning technologists in the country to create digital 
services that would deliver our online programmes to all students 
wherever they are in the world. We developed a comprehensive support 
system to make online learners feel as much a part of our academic 
community as our students on campus. 



The highest quality teaching and research 

‘This programme really made me think 
more critically and not just accept 
statements at face value. It was also very 
enlightening to get some insights into the 
experiences of colleagues from different 
disciplines and academic backgrounds from 
all over the world.’
Lyndsay Brown, UK
MSc Primary Care Ophthalmology

As an online learner with the University of Edinburgh, you will be 
taught by lecturers and tutors who are among the leading figures 
in their field and who are passionate about their subjects. The 
University of Edinburgh is consistently ranked inside the top 50 
universities in global league tables and our academic staff work 
very hard to maintain their world-class reputation for teaching 
quality and research excellence. The latest report from the Quality 
Assurance Agency awarded us the highest rating possible for the 
quality of the student learning experience*.

Although the emphasis at 
postgraduate level is very 
much on independent 
study, our teaching staff 
will always be on hand to 
support you. 

We’re ranked fourth 
in the UK for 

research power, 
based on the 2021 

Research Excellence 
Framework

We are associated 
with 24 Nobel Prize 

winners

Lyndsay Brown gained new insights

*www.qaa.ac.uk/reviewing-higher-education/quality-assurance-reports/University-of-Edinburgh

‘Not only did the course tutors 
offer an outstanding programme, 
they were so supportive outside 

of standard times and always 
went above and beyond.’

Emma Makin, Belgium
MSc in Digital Education

www.qaa.ac.uk/reviewing-higher-education/quality-assurance-reports/University-of-Edinburgh


Pushing the boundaries of digital education

The prestige of the University and the flexibility of the 
programme attracted Chris Slocombe to study MSc History online 

Chris Slocombe, USA
MSc History

‘I chose the University of Edinburgh for two reasons. Firstly, it’s one 
of the top universities in the world, particularly for the humanities. 
Secondly, one of my favourite 19th century Americanists, David 
Silkenat, is part of the faculty in the School of History, Classics & 
Archaeology. 

I was attracted by the flexibility of the study, the rigour of the 
coursework and the friendliness of the faculty and staff. There is 
a vibrancy to this programme that simply didn’t exist at the other 
universities I considered.’

Case Study

We know first-hand how much the scope of digital education 
has changed in the last two decades. Our research expertise 
in this field is led by the team in our Centre for Research in 
Digital Education. The Centre is based in Moray House School 
of Education and conducts research, knowledge exchange and 
consultancy in key areas including digital education pedagogy 
and policy, open education, children and technology, learning 
analytics and museum learning. We take a critical approach 
to learning, teaching and technology in formal and informal 
education, combining our research with world-leading practice in 
digital education.

‘The sense of location and connection 
to an institution is differently, not 
less, important to students who are 
studying at a distance from their 
home university.’
Sian Bayne
Professor of Digital Education



Join our global academic community 

We offer a highly participative learning environment that is both 
supportive and intellectually stimulating. Students join us from all over 
the world, adding their rich diversity of professional and academic 
experience to a truly international learning community. Our students 
value the different perspectives their fellow students bring, and welcome 
the support provided by our expert teaching staff. 

‘Sometimes I have an opinion that I think is 
right and then I go to the discussion board 

and I discover that people have different 
perspectives about it and when I read them 

all it actually opens my perspective and 
makes me think in different ways.’

Anthony Adeea Mba, Ghana
MSc Biodiversity, Wildlife & 

Ecosystem Health
‘The case studies were so enlightening. I 
learnt a lot about how to manage 
patients optimally through the 
discussions. The interaction with students 
from other countries broadened my 
knowledge of managing the same cases
in a different way.’
Dr Lughano Kalongolera, Malawi
MSc Surgical Sciences

‘It was good that I could share 
scientific knowledge with 
learners from other countries. 
They are contributing to my 
knowledge and it is very useful.’
Mennatallah Hussain, Dubai
MSc Paediatric Emergency 
Medicine

Study collaboratively, not alone 

Online learning is a deeply collaborative mode of study. You 
will be able to share experiences through debates taking 
place on discussion boards supported and moderated by 
members of academic staff.  

As well as communicating with other students, you will also 
have regular contact with members of academic staff and 
your own personal tutor.  



‘The case studies were so enlightening. I 
learnt a lot about how to manage 
patients optimally through the 
discussions. The interaction with students 
from other countries broadened my 
knowledge of managing the same cases
in a different way.’
Dr Lughano Kalongolera, Malawi
MSc Surgical Sciences

Online degrees are just as valuable as campus degrees

We are a global community

Our online masters programmes involve the same level of work as 
on-campus ones and the qualification gained is of equal value. Our 
degree certificates do not mention that the learner studied the 
programme online.

Scholarship Summer Schools

In partnership with the Mastercard Foundation, the University of Edinburgh provides scholarships to 
diverse, talented, and service-oriented young Africans to pursue postgraduate learning while developing 
as leaders.

Participants recruited into the Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program at Edinburgh University will 
receive comprehensive support that includes a scholarship to pursue one of the many postgraduate 
courses offered at the university. They will also be connected to a network of peers and experts, 
equipping them to drive positive, sustainable transformation throughout Africa.

 

In September 2022, online scholar groups gathered in Kenya and Ghana to discuss what it means to be a 
successful online scholar, a leader and an entrepreneur.

“I really enjoyed myself in Kenya, it was great 
meeting the other online scholars and hearing 
what they study and what other projects they 
have been working on. I met a few people from 
my course who gave me amazing advice on job 
hunting and career progression. A few of the 
Zimbabweans also work in farming, and hearing 
about how they solve problems was inspiring.” 

- Charlegne Rambanapasi, MSc Carbon 
Management. 

Photo credit: Teni Agana, MSc International Development



Fully flexible learning to suit your life

Caroline balanced work and study

Studying online is a very flexible way to learn. You can study when and 
where it suits you, and work at your own pace. There are no set lecture 
or seminar times, allowing you to study conveniently around your busy 
schedules.

Most programmes will require around 10 to 20 hours of study per week, 
but managing this is up to the individual learner. Some students study 
for a few hours most days, while others dedicate one or two days a 
week to their studies. 

For online degrees, the University’s academic year is divided into either 
three terms or two semesters. Core teaching and learning activities for 
courses take place during this time.

‘I liked the online virtual environment. 
It was particularly useful to be able 
to do the work in your own time and 
it was very much self-directed which 
I enjoyed. I definitely gained insight 
and knowledge in being able to form 
an opinion based on good, sound, well 
researched and referenced material.’
Caroline Robinson, UK
MSc International Animal Health



STUDY ANYWHERE, ANYTIME



Kristna Thompson, UK, MSc Clinical Education

‘I wanted to learn about the profession. I wanted to learn and 
understand what it takes to be most effective at what it is that we as 
“clinical teachers” do.

I have in fact already recommended this programme to other interested 
colleagues because of the wonderful experience that I have had so far 
with this programme and the amazing staff. The most valuable aspect of 
this programme for me is the flexibility offered within the courses. For 
example, during weeks that require my full attention (for examinations, 
student counselling etc), I am still able to keep up with coursework 
because of the ease of access. With my unpredictable work schedule, I 
am grateful for the opportunity to study when, where and how I can.’ 

Case Study

Advancing your career

Many of our students have chosen to study a postgraduate qualification 
online to enhance their existing career or to enable them to move to a 
new one. Studying online while working means you can immediately 
apply what you learn to your profession, combine the theoretical with 
the practical, and bring a global perspective to your role and profession. 

The critical and analytical research skills gained during a masters can 
also be a platform for advanced research such as a PhD, and many 
students go on to have their work published in high-impact journals and 
at conferences. 

Studying a masters 
programme:

•	 provides the opportunity to 

learn new skills and further 

develop existing ones

•	 may help you stand out from 

the crowd

•	 may make you highly 

attractive to prospective 

employers

•	 could lead to higher earnings 

- those with a masters 

degree earn on average 9% 

more than those without* 

•	 can support your transition 

to a new career
*according to the Institu

*according to the Institute for Fiscal Studies Report R105 (2015)



The advantages of professional accreditation

Learn professionally-valuable skillsa

We are proud that many of our online degrees are accredited by 
professional bodies and organisations. These endorsements are hard 
won, and recognise our high educational standards, outstanding 
course design and delivery, and the relevance of what we teach to the 
workplace.  

Importantly, the professional accreditation of your degree can make 
you stand out in a crowded job market and, in some cases, may be a 
requirement to work in your chosen field. 

•	 Our online MBA is delivered by our triple accredited Business School.

•	 Eight of our masters programmes are delivered in partnership with 
the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and two with the Royal 
College of Physicians of Edinburgh.

•	 Our suite of surgical masters covers the UK Intercollegiate Surgical 
Curriculum and helps support learning for the Fellowship of the 
Royal College of Surgeons (FRCS) examinations.

•	 The Master of Public Health has received full programme accreditation 
and curriculum validation by the Agency for Public Health Education 
Accreditation (APHEA).

•	 Our online MSc in Clinical Animal Behaviour is validated by the 
Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour (ASAB).

•	 MSc in Clinical Education is accredited by Advance HE (formerly 
HEA) and the Academy of Medical Educators.

•	 MSc in Primary Care Ophthalmology has accreditation from the 
Royal College of Nursing (RCN) and The British and Irish Orthoptic 
Society (BIOS).

•	 MSc in Patient Safety and Human Factors has accreditation from 
	 the Chartered Institute of Ergonomics and Human Factors.



The size and shape of online learning at Edinburgh

  

40% UK 13% Europe 13% North America

11% East Asia and Australasia 9% Africa 4% Middle East 4% South & Central Asia

Students come from 180 different countries 
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Free short courses

Masters degrees

60,000     
certificates    

awarded

100
courses

4m
learners

Arts and Culture  •  Business  •  Data Science  •  Education  •  Environment and Sustainability
Health and Medicine  •  Law  •  Philosophy and Religion  •  Social and Political Sciences

Veterinary and Animal Welfare

students today

online
degrees

   6,000+
graduates

5,000+

80+



Prize-winning Law graduate published in 
international journal

Daniel Schönberger, a lawyer based in Switzerland, won the 
University’s McLagan Prize for best overall online learning graduate 
on the LLM in Medical Law & Ethics programme.

‘Because of its excellent reputation, Edinburgh Law School was 
my first choice. As I started my three-year programme in 2015, I 
immediately enjoyed the intellectual discourse with the tutors and 
other students during the weekly sessions. 

Even though this was an online programme I very much felt part of 
a community and probably had more interaction with tutors and 
students than during my time as an undergraduate law student on 
campus. One tutor even organised a talk I could give in Edinburgh 
about a term paper I wrote that I subsequently published. The 
interaction with tutors and my dissertation supervisor, not just on 
an academic but also on a personal level, was a definite highlight 
for me.

A refined version of my dissertation has been published in the 
International Journal of Law and Information Technology (Oxford 
University Press).’

You can read Daniel’s article ‘Artificial intelligence in healthcare: a 
critical analysis of the legal and ethical implications’ in full at: 
https://academic.oup.com/ijlit/article/27/2/171/5485669

Case Study

https://academic.oup.com/ijlit/article/27/2/171/5485669


DISTANCE ISN’T A BARRIER WHEN YOU STUDY ONLINE

Supporting all our students’ needs

As an online learner, you’ll have access to a range of services to help 
with your studies, from academic to personal support. We know how 
hard it can be to fit masters-level learning into a life that may already be 
filled with professional, personal and family commitments. 

We have been offering online programmes since 2005 and in that time 
we have talked in depth to our learners and listened to their needs. 
That feedback has been vital in helping us build up the comprehensive 
suite of support services that we now offer. As well as advanced 
technical resources, you will always be able to reach a real person 
just as you would if you were on campus. That’s what being part of a 
community means.

‘The programme includes access 
to an extensive library with leading 
edge research content, and talks on 
contemporary issues are merely a 
click away.’
Ash Chakraborty, USA
MSc Epistemology, Ethics & Mind

Our support services include:

•	 access to an IT support 
helpline service and 
technical support

•	 access to a vast range of 
academic library resources 
and support to use them

•	 English language support, 
including a proofreading 
service

•	 academic and personal 
development resources

•	 video and email discussions 
with the Student Disability 
Service related to specific 
needs

•	 video and email based 
sessions delivered by the 
Counselling Service

•	 academic development 
courses

•	 LinkedIn Learning and 
digital skills courses

‘Even though I’m not physically on campus, 
I’ve also been able to benefit from the 

services that the University of Edinburgh 
offers such as the digital library and the 

workshops offered through the Institute for 
Academic Development.’
Samantha Wood, Qatar

MSc Social Justice & Community Action



Online access to one of the world’s biggest 
academic libraries

2.2 million
electronic books

206,000
e-journals

110,000
streaming videos

The library is one of the most valuable resources for our online 
learners. You’ll have access to a vast academic library with 4 million 
printed volumes, more than 2.2 million e-books, 206,000 e-journals 
and 900 databases, including most of the core readings and 
resources required for our programmes. 

If we don’t have a book or journal that you need, you can request 
access. The library has an e-preference collection policy, which 
means the online version of a new resource is purchased if possible. 
We also have many reciprocal agreements that will give you access 
to other libraries.

The sheer size of our library’s holdings can seem daunting at first, 
but help is at hand. Firstly, your academic tutor will guide your 
reading with recommended lists of material. We have also created 
written and video guidance to show you how to use the library’s 
search tools. Finally, you will always be able to contact a member 
of our library staff. They are experts, they have deep knowledge of 
the library’s resources, and they are there to help you.

Virtual access to a world-class library

After graduating from the University, you 
will still have remote access to many library 
e-resources including JSTOR, a rich archive 
of scholarly journals. 



Case Study

Transforming lives

A key element of the University’s strategy is to have a positive impact on the lives of people all around 
the world. Many of our online masters students are doing just that: putting their new skills and knowledge 
into meaningful, immediate action.

Veterinary Science masters graduate wins National 
Geographic prize

Olivier Nsengimana
MVetSci Conservation Medicine graduate from Rwanda 

‘Studying online with the University gave Rwandan wildlife conservationist 
Olivier Nsengimana the opportunity to write a project proposal for saving 
Rwanda’s grey crowned crane, a proposal that went on to win the Rolex Award 
for Enterprise. After winning the Rolex Award, Olivier went on to win the 2017 
National Geographic Buffett Award, and was one of three finalists in the 2016 
Tusk Conservation Awards. ‘The lecturers were very friendly and accessible and I 
felt as if I was connected to the University and the year group much more than I 
thought would be possible for an online programme.’

Ra’ana transfers her new skills directly to her medical practice

Syeda Ra’ana Hussain 
MSc Paediatric Emergency Medicine graduate from Kenya 

‘One of the best parts of the paediatric emergency medicine course is that not 
only do I get to implement the evidence-based knowledge and skills learnt from 
the online cases to my everyday practice, but I also learn about rare cases that 
we don’t regularly have the opportunity to experience first-hand.

The course ensures that, every week, we are in communication with not only our 
lecturers, who are incredibly supportive, but with other students from around the 
globe. We have the added advantage of flexibility which is especially important 
when you work in a busy hospital setting!’



Case Study

MAKING A CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORLD
Tiaji created real-world foreign policy impact, pursuing her 
masters from multiple countries

Tiaji Sio MSc International Development student from Germany 

‘While studying MSc International Development online with the University, I 
work as a diplomat in the German embassy in Vietnam at the intersection of 
economics and development cooperation. The programme provides me with the 
theoretical framework and critical thinking skills needed for my practical work in 
the foreign service.

I have worked in Germany, Senegal, Mozambique and Vietnam – the flexible 
online courses allow me to access lectures and reading materials from all over 
the globe. The vibrant community of online students further enriches the 
learning experience through their diverse professional backgrounds.’

Using accessible materials, Arfang invented a childbirth vacuum 
delivery system which has been used in hundreds of successful 
vacuum deliveries including the birth of his own son

Arfang Faye MSc Clinical Education graduate from The Gambia 

‘I chose to study with the University because I believed that acquiring an 
MSc would greatly improve my ability to conduct educational activities and 
participate more meaningfully in the development of educational policy and 
practice for nurses and midwives in my country. 

The most outstanding aspect of the programme, in my opinion, was the 
dissertation. I got the opportunity to plan, design and lead an important 
quality improvement project from which I learned knowledge and skills vital to 
improving the quality of care in low-resource settings.’



World-class learning technology

Enhancing the student experience and community is a core component of the teaching commitment of 
the University of Edinburgh. We have invested heavily in technology and in the professionals who push 
that technology to deliver tangible benefits for all our learners. 

We have recruited the largest team of learning technology experts in the UK. They work very hard to 
create an online learning environment that seamlessly delivers the learning experience you expect from a 
university of our calibre. 

A variety of digital platforms are used to deliver content and help you collaborate with other students 
and academic staff.

‘Having completed a number of 
courses online I can confidently 
say that the VLE used to deliver 
this course is the best I’ve 
encountered.’
Alan McCabe, UK
MSc Epistemology, Ethics & Mind

Image legend, 
ncta sitaque volupta teceratestis 
dolupta

Image legend, 
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dolupta

Access learning materials through mobile, 
tablet or desktopa

These platforms will typically include:

•	 virtual learning environments (VLEs) such 
as Learn

•	 discussion boards and web forums

•	 real-time video conferencing and 
collaboration tools

•	 video streaming services like YouTube 
	 or Vimeo.



Using 360-degree videos and virtual reality in online learning

Case Study

Engage with course content wherever you 
are in the world

Delivering content in ways that work for students

The way we use technology is just as important 
as how advanced the technology is. Many of our 
students work in remote areas with an unreliable 
internet connection or low bandwidth, which 
makes large video and other files impractical 
for them to study from. So we make learning 
materials available in a variety of formats 
including audio files, PDF transcripts and 
Powerpoint files.

Edinburgh Medical School developed advanced 
360-degree video technology to make learning 
experiences even more interactive. The ability to 
introduce practical knowledge to the online classroom 
without you having to physically be in the room creates a 
new dimension for your learning. 

Our 360-degree technology gives you the capacity to 
look anywhere within a spherical video, immersing you in 
the world of a given task or activity. This gives you a real 
sense of ‘being there’ and having control over what you 
view takes your engagement to a new level.

‘These 3D videos are a genius idea.’

‘That was an incredible experience. I actually felt like I was 
there.’



Virtual and on-campus graduation

Celebrating your graduation is an important part of your online learning 
journey! Large numbers of our online students travel to Edinburgh 
specially for their graduation ceremony. For many this is their very 
first visit to the city and an opportunity to meet their classmates and 
tutors in person – although after spending three years online with them, 
friendships, partnerships and relationships are already in place.

Some graduates, like Mercy, had the opportunity to attend in person:

“The graduation hall - it’s like, out of a movie. I was just blown away 
by the beauty and the architecture... there’s just so much history! In 
addition to that, I was glad to finally meet so many familiar faces in 
person. It made feel that... I belong. This is my University. I’m so glad 
that I got to make the long trip to be here in person!”

- Mercy Wanalo, MSc Global Food Security and Nutrition, 2022

For those who can’t attend in person, the University runs 
virtual ceremonies - many graduates who take part in the 
virtual graduations take the opportunity to celebrate at home 
with their family, like Ra’ana (MSc in Paediatric Emergency 
Medicine) who had a home ceremony with her father and 
decorated her mortar board with a traditional Kashmiri 
jewellery piece.

Watch video interviews with some of our graduates here: https://edin.ac/3Hp9DnM

Marcella Ryan-Coker (MSc in Surgical Sciences) celebrated graduating with 
Distinction at the prestigious McEwan Hall in Edinburgh.

https://edin.ac/3Hp9DnM


Short online courses

In addition to online degrees, we are proud to offer free short online 
courses as part of the University’s commitment to community outreach 
and knowledge exchange. We partner with top global online learning 
platforms Coursera, edX and FutureLearn to provide courses that are 
created and led by world-class academics with a passion for their 
subject areas. 4.5 million learners worldwide have taken a University of 
Edinburgh short online course since 2013, and our courses are highly 
rated.

Short online courses are typically self-directed, meaning you follow the 
course materials, complete the readings and assessments, watch videos 
or listen to podcasts and get help from a large community of fellow 
learners through online forums.

Many courses are available to start on any date, to be completed at 
your own pace, and only require a few hours a week of effort. Others 
follow a more structured timetable with defined start and end dates. If 
you need to evidence your learning with a certificate, then that’s always 
an option too.

Find a course that lets you explore your hobbies and interests or 
pursue deeper learning that may help open the door to further study or 
advancing your career. 

You can find out more at: www.onlinecourses.ed.ac.uk

Image legend, 
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Learn something new with a short online course

Short online 
courses 

enable you to gain 
a new skill or 

fulfil professional 
development needs

www.onlinecourses.ed.ac.uk


Shaping the future of online learning together

We are proud of what we have achieved with online learning at the 
University of Edinburgh. We have built the largest portfolio of online 
postgraduate programmes in the UK. We have developed 80+ degrees 
and helped more than 10,000 learners take a big step forward with their 
lives. This took investment and hard work from teams of experts, and 
we learned plenty of lessons of our own along the way. 

If there’s one thing that all this work has shown us, it is that digital 
education is changing. Rapidly. 

What learners want to study, how they want to study, where they
want to learn, who they want to work with and be taught by... it’s all
fluid and fast-moving. 

So we know that as we work to realise our vision of being a world-
leader in digital education, we will need to change too. We want to 
develop, to deepen our expertise, advance our technology and extend 
our research. We want to always be scanning the horizon to see what is 
coming next, to understand it, to embrace it. To master it. 

To do that, we need you. 

So, if like the students and graduates who’ve featured in this brochure, 
you want to transform your career, awaken your powers of critical 
thinking, join a stimulating and sharing global community, have a 
tangible impact on society around you and help realise the bold vision 
of a 400 year old world-class academic institution... we invite you to 
join us.  

You are welcome at the University of Edinburgh. 

Choose your online degree today at: 
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/online-learning

Join a 
stimulating

and 

sharing 
global community

www.ed.ac.uk/studying/online-learning


keep in touch with us

Study online with the University of Edinburgh

www.ed.ac.uk/studying/online-
learning

online.learning@ed.ac.uk

@uoe_online

University of Edinburgh Online 
Learning

@edinburghuniversityonline

Edinburgh alumni communities

As an online student, you will be able to join our online professional network, Platform One. Designed for 
University of Edinburgh alumni, students and staff, Platform One will ensure you keep Edinburgh and its 
people with you, wherever your life and career take you. You’ll easily find your place and conversations 
will flow. Connect with like-minded individuals in your chosen industry, quiz a fellow graduate about their 
career path, or share your own advice and tips with others. 

Once you graduate from the University, there are alumni clubs and groups based in cities around the 
world allowing you to access and join an established community of fellow graduates. Networking events, 
talks from visiting academics and careers mentoring are among the resources that become available to 
you.

Find out more about the benefits of joining our global alumni community: 
www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services 

www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/online-learning
mailto:online.learning@ed.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/uoe_online
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-edinburgh-online-learning
https://www.instagram.com/edinburghuniversityonline/
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