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A major success from the Project IJCC in Bulgaria 

 

Hello my name is Elena Krasteva and I am attorney at the Bulgarian Gender 

Research Foundation which is also working on the Improving Justice in Child 

Contact Project. 

 

So for us it is very important for us to take part in this project because in 

Bulgaria we are facing drastic violations of children’s rights in domestic 

violence cases. And this is one of the reasons why we and other organisations 

have drafted an amendment to the Law on Protection from Domestic 

Violence. 

 

 And the Ministry of Justice has initiated the working Group to discuss and 

accept our proposals. And the working group included NGOs, judges, social 

workers and police officers.  

 

So we made a number of proposals to improve the law demanding that the 

corporal punishment of children must be explicitly declared as a form of 

domestic violence but the members of the working group did not accept this 

proposal. 

 

However many of our proposals were accepted for example extension of the 

deadline for filing an application for protection. Also new protection 

measures. Also establishment of special state body to conduct the policy on 

protection from domestic violence. Also other achievements are that now the 

protection against domestic violence covers also cases of pregnant women. 

Also cases of co-habiting partners. Also in cases of common child the court 

orders the temporary custody and residence of the child with the non-violent 

parent. Also in cases of pending procedure of parental rights between the 

parents the order of protection issued under the procedure of the domestic 

violence law is sent to the family court which has to take it into 
consideration. And also in cases of domestic violence against a child or in the 

presence of a child these children should be directed towards specialized 

services for psychological help. 
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And now we expect our proposals for amendments of the law on protection 

on domestic violence to be submitted to the Parliament for discussion and 

adoption by the end of the year. 

 

This podcast was funded by European Union’s Rights, Equality and 

Citizenship Programme 2014-2020. The content of this podcast represents 

the views of the author only and is her sole responsibility. The EU 

Commission does not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of 

the information it contains.  
 
Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation, partner in the Improving Justice in Child 

Contact Project, August 2020. 
 

 
 

 

  

  

 


