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“each time I was having the school meals they were putting debt on my 
mum, keep adding debt what she needs to pay, and by the time you 
know it, they had her in thousands of pounds in debt – the last one I 
saw was one hundred and twenty pounds. Me and my mum we were 
really scared because we were so worried – ‘how is my mum going to 
pay this money’ – we didn’t have anything then, we were just living our 
lives”

Young person involved in NELMA’s campaign for free school meals
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We recommend that its scope include: 

1. The current eligibility thresholds for Free School Meals. The 
Government should seek to ensure disadvantaged children are not 
excluded from Free School Meal eligibility (in line with National Food 
Strategy recommendations) and to work with the Devolved 
Administrations to eliminate disparities between the nations. Current 
estimates show 2 in 5 UK children under the poverty line are missing 
out. The ongoing eligibility for children with No Recourse to Public 
Funds should be addressed explicitly. 

https://foodfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/For-the-
Attention-of-PM-Boris-Johnson-pdf.pdf
14th January 2021 

https://foodfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/For-the-Attention-of-PM-Boris-Johnson-pdf.pdf
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http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance


https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/call-for-permanent-
extension-of-free-school-meals-for-disadvantaged-migrant-children



School students and educators protest outside Downing Street against the government decision not to extend free school meals during half term and the 
Christmas holidays Credit: Guy Smallman/Getty Images 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2020/10/25/boris-johnson-faces-tory-revolt-free-school-meals/

